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LETTERS OF EICHAED HBJSTEY LEE, OF VIRGIOTA. 

[Tlie following letters of Eichard Henry Lee, of Virginia, are ad- 
dressed to his friend, Hon. William Whipple, of New Hampshire.] 

" Chantilly m ViEGiNiA June 26«' 1779. 

"Dear Gbneeal 

" I wish this may find you as happy at Philadelphia as we are at 
Chantilly — nothing but the want of rain disturbs us, we have neither 
wicked, perverse or foolish Politicians here whose misconduct makes us 
fear for the safety of the Country. I have frequently admired the philo- 
sophic ease with which you have contemptuously viewed the proceedings 
in Congress which I own shocked me exceedingly. I suppose you have 
fixed your opinion with Mr. Pope ' what ever is, is right.' I believe 
indeed the wisdom and goodness of the Creator does not frequently 
deduce from evil, yet I am exceedingly chagrined when I see wicked 
and weak men have session in and misconduct the public councils. I 
understand that our excellent friend Sam Adams has left Congress — I 
am truly sorry for I well know that his ability and integrity will be 
missed from any assembly, but indispensable from the one from which 
he went. As you are the oldest member & the most skilled in Marine 
matters, I take it for granted that you are now Chairman of the Marine 
Committee. But whether so or not let me intreat you that you prevail 
with the Committee to order two Frigates into Chesapeak Bay if it is 
only for a few days — The Confederacy & the Boston can with infinite ease 
destroy the enemies vessels that are doing us so much injury, causing 
us so much expence by frequent calls for Militia — They have already 
burnt several private houses and one public warehouse with between 2 
& 800 hhds of Tobo. and carried off much plunder & many negroes — 
Soon as they see the Militia gathering they embark and go to another 
unguarded place. They have 6 Vessels, Otter 16, Harlem 12 Guns 
Kings Vessels — Dunmore 16, Schooner Hammond 14, Lord North 12 
Guns & Fin Castle 2 three pounders. The 4 last are Guntridges Pirates. 
They say the orders are to burn and destroy all before them — an Eastern 
Man whom they had captured and claimed escaped from them when they 
were burning the Warehouse and gave us the above account of their 
force, which is confirmed by others — They land between 60 & 70 men 
when they mean to do mischief— I do not think I can be charged with ex- 
cess of opinion in favor of our Navy when I say that the frigates already 
mentioned could destroy these Pirates and return to their Stations after 
thus relieving our water bound Country and removing the cause of great 
expence. The frigates by calling at Hampton can get the best intelli- 
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gence of the enemies situation & force — Do me the favor Sir to convey 
the enclosed to Mr. Bradford as soon as you can. I shall thank you for 
your foreign & domestic news as well as to know what tunes the fiddle 
party are playing. My best respects attend my Whig friends in Con- 
gress. With sin — I am dr Sir your affct friend and obt servant 

"EiCHAED Henry Lee." 

" Chantilly August S*' 1779. 

"My deae Sie. 

"My indisposition prevented my replying to your favor of the 11* by 
last post, and I am now very unwell but will no longer delay thanking 
you. We are much obliged to the Marine Committee for their attention. 
I see the frigates have taken and sent in two prizes, vessels of war. — The 
other frigate you mention would no doubt have been of considerable 
service — I am very apprehensive with you that her freight will not be 
ready for some time — Not until other goods come to replace — I hope the 
goods coming will be really good, and not such miserable, pernicious 
stuff, as that to be reproved. Worse goods cannot come, so that a change 
bids fair to be beneficial — God send it may quickly take place — Fancy 
the ' Ugly instrument' is considerably hurt by the dressing lately given 
by our assembly — The oath anti-commercial ordered to be taken — Pray 
inform me if you can if the Base viol has groaned it out. I had 
thought it would stick in the throat not from principle but from fear. 
No doubt ' the old Game' will continue to be played whilst the old set 
continue where they are. The best and most faithful friends of America 
must be extricated by the best and most faithful friends of our enemies ; 
and this is the clue to unfold much of what you see. Did you not enjoy 
some Phizs when Dr. Lee's vindication and vouchers were read ? Some 
people will always think it ' clearly out of order' to give the public this 
conviction of their own and their friends criminality. But I trust there 
will be a majority of virtue to do this justice to the community and to 
individuals. Shylock should have justice & the law — read the law of 
Moses, ' forty save one.' I fancy you were not much deceived about the 
budget — I will engage this, that from this opener it will be general de- 
ception, unimportant or partified. I have the most heart felt attach- 
ment to our Navy & therefore wish to know that the fisheries go on well, 
and that the Marine Committee are attentive. If the enemy go on 

burning in this manner their masked friends in will never be able 

to bring us again under British bondage, even their finance and foreign 
affairs are trifled with abused & go wrong. Col. F. L. Lee is very thank- 
ful for your kind remembrance of him and sends his respects. He is not 
well any more than myself. It is impossible for us to be so, whilst the 
cause of America receives such injury from bad men. I hope you do 
not intend to leave Congress soon. You know I am happy to hear from 
you and you are too much my friend to deny me the happiness. I am 
yours dear Sir with most sincere affection 

"RiCHAED Heney Lee." 
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" Chantiliy Sept i"" 1779. 

"My dear Sib, 

" I am infinitely obliged to you for your very friendly letter of the 3rd 
last, and I assure you that while I live I shall never fail to retain the 
most affectionate remembrance of you. My health I thank you is well 
restored, and my spirits not a little enlivened by the discomforture of 
those wicked ones whose detestable arts have prevailed much too long 
for the interest of that cause which we have labored so much to promote 
and secure. I believe the Confederacies frieght will be a very guilty one, 
and the sooner we are quit of it the better. I think the companion of 
M° Adams to be the very worthy one he describes him, and such an one 
will honor his Country & not distract this. I can feel with force the 
satisfaction that good men must have received and the chagrin that bad 
ones felt when Dr. Lee's papers were read. But how my dear Friend 
will the honor of Congress stand if they allow that wicked insulter and 
injurer of America — Silas Deane, to go on uncensured. Already you 
find by his memorial that your silence is construed into approbation of 
his conduct, and this idea will be pushed thro the world to his plaudit, 
and the indelible dishonor and disgrace of Congress. Yet it is most 
certain upon the estimation with which mankind regard Congress does 
the future interest and success of the United States depend most essen- 
tially. B is the most contemptible wretch in the world, and if he 

takes the oath and remains in Congress 1 am much misinformed if he 
will not have deep cause to rue it. You have certainly been exonerated 
of abundance of filth lately from Congress — does not an Augean Stable 
yet remain. I hope however that it will be cleansed at last. If you do 
not get a wise and very firm friend to negotiate the fishery, it is my clear 
opinion that it will be lost, and upon this principle, that it is the interest 
of every European power to weaken us and strengthen themselves. Mr. 
Ford is gone to Williamsburg to demand a public hearing before the 
Governor & Council that he may, as he says he can clearly do refute the 
charges brought against him in his absence — Long ere now I suppose 
you have received the Dispatch he brought, which I forwarded by Ex- 
press, I belieye they contained more proofs of the wickedness of faction. 
Dr. Lee informs us that he will return to America as soon as the treaty 
with Spain is accomplished. I submit my opinion concerning his resig- 
nation to the wise judgment of Ms and American Friends. It gives me 
pleasure to hear that you do not mean to quit Congress soon — It is very 
agreeable to me to hear that our little fleet has fallen in successfully with 
the Jamaica fleet. I am always rejoiced to hear that our Navy is 
fortunate. 

"I am dear Sir your most sincere affectionate friend 

"EiOHAED Hbney Lee." 
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" Chantilly Vikg:nia July T" 1782. 

"My dear Friend 

" Judging of your heart by my own I cannot suppose that either of 
us will conceive ourselves neglected by an interrupted correspondence 
in the present state of things. It must certainly be some other cause 
than neglect which can produce such an effect between two persons whose 
friendship is founded on virtue tried in severest times — For my part I 
must cease to live before I cease to love those proved Patriots with whom 
I early toiled in the vineyard of American liberty. — The same reasons 
that I find had prevented you, have also discouraged me from writing, 
and nothing more so than the uncertainty of conveyance. It is disa- 
greeable to write to a friend when the mind is cramped, and a free com- 
munication of sentiments prevented. Capt. Simpson safely contrived to 
me your letter with the very agreeable present of Fish, for both which 
I return you many thanks. The fish were fine, and furnished me with 
frequent opportunities whilst I regaled my friends here, to recognize the 
worth of the bounteous hand by which we were so delightfully fed. 
But I was never made so happy as to see either Oapt. Simpson or your 
relation. They came not on my way or I in theirs. I sent one of my 
sons to entreat the pleasure of their company, but he was not fortunate 
enough to meet with them. I was in great hopes that the Major would 
have honored me with his company here whilst Capt. Simpson's business 
detained him in the country. We have indeed as you have observed 
suffered our share of the calamities of War, and I hope it may furnish 
us with that best kind of improvement which is furnished in the school 
of adversity — You may see by the last published Kesolves at New York 
and that of our Assembly published that the last arrived delusion at 
New York is not likely to make a greater impression than the old ones 
had done. I fear Poor Weaks has gone to the bottom of the Sea with a 
very valuable Cargo and every Soul but one who was supported three 
Days on a ladder before he was picked up. An attempt is said to have 
been made to assassinate Dr. Franklin who is only slightly wounded on 
the ribs. 

"Richard Henry Lee." 



